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NAVAL DEPOT IN THE CHESAPEAKE. 

We have the report of the secretary of the navy, 
to the senate of the United States, cpmmunicating 
information relating to the site for anaval depot, in 
ihe waters of the Chesapeake—containing the sur- 
veys and reports of commodores Rodgers and De- 
catur and captain Porter, of the navy board—with 
those of captains Sinclair and Spence to them, and 
that of colonel Bomford, of the ordnance depart- 


be erected—making a pamphlet of 55 pages. 

On a subject so interesting and important, the 
people will be glad to receive every information, 
and we shail next week give a place to these docu- 
ments. Their great length forbade an insertion in 
the present number. 

The three commissioners have each preferred a 
different site— York River, Gosport and St. Mary’s. 
The idea of an establishment on the Tangier 1sl- 
ands, &c. seems entirely exploded. 





DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 

It has been ardently desired by us to insert the 
éebates in the house of representatives on the com- 
pensation and neutrality bills, as they are called, and 
that on the latter especially—and we hope yet to be 
able to preserve them for our readers. But really 
the space allowed to us, extensive and well filled as 
it is, by compressions and abstracts of things not 
given at length, is much too small to meet our views 
of what is required for this work. 

The address of E. Watson, esq. to the Berkshire 
Agricultural society, is laid off for our next paper. 

A multitude of articles wait for room and oppor- 
tunity. 








Specie Payments. 





was held at Philadelphia on Saturday last, at which 
it was resolved to resume specie payments on the 
20th of the present month.* We hope and believe 
that this procedure will do much to subserve the 
peblic convenience. ‘The public, however, have 


A stated meeting of delegates from the banks of| 


prrepeye to a very considerable exten ; and the 
evils of them, like those of negro slavery, musi be 
redressed by degrees. Tgeretore, tor the banks, be- 
ginning to do what is right, we urge the pubiic sup- 
port for awhile, and the effect will be a regular 
gleaning of the ‘‘wheut from the tares.”+ Those that 
are solvent, really soivent, will be continued, while 
the mushroom establishments will die, to the ruin 


the latter class who has made, as | am told, S00,U00 
dollars, through his official station in one of those 
swindiing mstitutions, within the last three tears, 
(a part of which, I very well know (such was the 
I state of things) that [ myself was compelied to cons 
tribute. The payment of specie, if it dees not fuin 
tnese fellows, (us I wish it may do) will, at least, 
check their operations; for we shali soon get back 
ito the old ground of refusing the paper of alk the 
bunks that do not pay it. 

One word about the editor’s own affairs, as off 
fected by this arrangement—On the first of next 
;month, there will be due to this establishment more 
than 25,0U0 dollars; and, as we have been strarenest 
(during the winter, we hope for full supplies m the 
ispring, While on some notes we received @ pre- 
mien, we could afford to pay a discount on others, 
happy ifthe whoie balanced. But cases of this sort 
jhave actually occurred—we have paid 5J cents for 
the postage of a thing called a $5 bank note, which 
ithe case compelled a sale of for $4. 25—u deduc- 
ition, at once, of one fourth of the price of this p :per 
'—however, such cases have been rare, and cannoty 
‘will not, be submitted to. ‘The value of sueli bilis, 
like the proceedings of the Hartford Coavention, wiik 
sink as the country rises, and paymenc tilust be 
made in notes of well established and recognized 








well and promptly paid for. 


Domestic Manufactures; 





also a duty to perform, by discountenancing unneces- | 
sary demands on the banks for specie, until they get! 
fairly under way, under this renewal of their old! 
arrangement, restoring the “golden age.” ‘There! 
can be no doubt that, in general, they are as able| 
to pay specie as ever they were—perhaps, really; 
more so—but the distinction that has been made 
between specie and bank notes, by the exchanges! 
made of the one for the other, may prove very in- 
jurious to them, if unchecked by pudlic opinion, | 
which, alone, and so long, supported them in the 
non-payment of specie at all. In general, this work 
is unfriendly to the multiplied banks that teem in 
our country—matters ofspeculation,that have made 
splendid fortunes for the few by the grinding of the: 
imany—but they are now so interwoven with the bu- 
siness of life as to demand the support of the public 


— 





— 








P * Those of North and South-Carolina, Georgia, Ken- 

“‘ucky, Tennessee and Louisiana, and the chief banks 

in Ohio, it is stated, have onty waited this movement! 

to epen their vaults: 
Vor. Xf. 





The people are enlivened to their true interést if 
the encouragement and support of domestic man 
factures. The eloquent address of the American soci: 
ety of New-York,* which we have just bad uve pica: 
sure to lay before our readers, is rousing Gien every 
where—sister societies, which promisé io be very 
extensive and to do much pood, are already oppae 
nized in Philadelplia and Baltimore, and no doubt 
there will soon be niany more of them established 


lat Other places. Several of the state lepis!atures 


have the subject before them, and preparatio.s are 
making, by memoriais and petitions, to bring it be- 

















Tit is expected that nearly ail the ol¢ esiablished 
banks tm the interior, and many of the new wilk 
imimédiately resume the payment of specie. 

*The very able report of general Hamilion, when 
secretary of the treasury, i 17990, alluded to in this 
address, uiay be found in the Sth vol of the Wrex- 
L¥ Reersrer; which. from the body it has acquired, 
and trom the fortunate period during which: it hag 
been published, isa werk of general referenge; ove? 


‘tee union. 


Bn 


of some honést men, but more so of those who have. 
ment, on the cost; &c. of some works proposed to|no claims upon the public sympathy. [ know one of 


bunks. We shall have no more premium to receivey. 
jand it is impossible that we can pay discount. ‘The 


\7 Pr ¥ sir 3},3 ‘ > + wis , ; | . . . } , 
New-York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Richmond! pr cisrer is a cheap publication, and ought to be 
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fore congress. The chief things asked for, are: the 
present tariff to be made permanent; the importa- 
tion of cotton goods from beyond the Cape of Good 
lone prohibited; some regulations to prevent smug- 
ging or frauds by invoices; a duty of 10 per cent. on 
Sales at auction of foreign goods, except im certain 
cases; and that all the supplies for the army and 
navy be of American manufacture. : 

It appears absolutely necessary that the energies 
of the people should be roused to counteract the 
ruinous effects of the prodigal system at present 
pursued by the British to “g/ut our markets,” as Mr. 
Brougham savs, aud thereby break up our estab- 
lishments—the loss in which they calculate to ex- 
uct from us hereafter by increased prices for their 
gools, when we shall have no remedy. It is the 
spirit of trade to “throw out a sprat to catch a mac. 
kerci’’—toybear a present loss or inconvenience to 
secure a future profit or advantage—and no people 
understand it better than the British. 

But the sales of our manufactures have declined 
as much from the inattention and want of reflection 
in our own people, as from the maneuvres of the 
enent. Old habits, even if completely absurd, are 
hard to be changed; and when we can buy a yard of 
foreign muslin, for instance, for 25 cents, the same 
superfice of which would cost us 31, if of American 
manufacture, there seems an economy in preferring 
the foreign commodity. But divest them of their 
glazing and stufling, by passing them through warm 
water, and prt them inio the scale, and it will appear 


* that the latter is really the cheapest, weighing, at 


least, a third, and perhaps an half more. It is the 
body of the stuff that constitutes its durability. But 
we do not think of this—and run to the shops where 
we can buy goods the cheapest—that is, for the least 
nominal price. If the people would only think—it 
would soon appear to them, that private economy, 
as well as public prosperity, is deeply concerned in 
giving a preference to home-manufactured goods. 








Captors of major Andre. 


Col. Tallmadge’s statement in the house of re- 
presentatives on the 15th ult. (see page 350) re- 
specting the character and conduct of Paulding, 
Van Wart and Williams, the three militia-men 
whose fortune it was to capture major Andre, has 
excited general surprise and universal regret. We 
cannot suppose that col. Tallmadge has said what 
he himself does not believe to be the truth; but ie 
my easily have mistaken the facts that belong to 
the important occasion, and his opinion seems con- 
siderably bottomed upon the impressions Ghat mij 
Andre was pleased to give him of those men, with 
whom, it may well be apprehended, that he was not 
much pleased: they had resisted the bribes he offer- 
ed for his deliverance, and it is quite natural that 
he should endeavor, by undervalumg the service 
they had performed, to prevent them from receiv- 
ing areward from the opposiie sie. This, at least, 
would be the disposition of nine hundred and nine- 
ty-nine men out of a thousand, piaced in the marii- 
fying and terrible predicament that he was. 

The facts advanced by col. Tallmadge, are in 
opposition to every history of that momentous 
transaction, and to the vote of the old congress on 
the subject. And in ibis state of the case, hoiding 
up as does such a glorious example, we eutireiy 
submit to the opinion that even “if it were a mere 
fiction, it ought never to have been touched”—and, 
though we muy not doubt the colonel’s veracity as 
to what he believes were the facts, we never shall 


| 


cease to lament his want of discretion in exposing 
that belief of them. 

The New York Courier, edited by Mr. Gardinier, 
formerly a member of congress, has taken up this 
subject warmly—from which we take the liberty 
to extract the fellowing articles— 

“The account lately given by colonal Tallmadge, 
a gentleman whom we have long been in the habit of 
respecting very highly, in relation of the capture of 
major Andre, is one of the most unpleasing things 
we ever read. And we cannot but deeply regret, 
that any member of the national legislature should 
have given itcurrency. And we do believe, that if 
the colonel had had a little time for reflection, his 
good sense would have shown him the propriety of 
withholding it, however confirmed his own belief in 
the correctness of major Andre’s impressions might 
have been. if 

The three American yeomen did take Andre— 
they did bring him into the American camp—they 
did refuse the gifts he had in his power to make, 
and they did reject his solemn promises of splendid 
reward, These are admitted fucts. But major An- 
dre was of opinion; that ifhe could have actually paid 
them more at the time, they would have released 
him. Now can this mere opinion of Andre outweigh 
the substantial admitted facts, above detailed? 

There men have been Aonored by their country.— 
The account of their conduct was transmitted from 
the American camp stampt with the praise of the 
army, and the sanction of Washington. Hoy is this 
then’: Was the whole army, with Washington at its 
head, deccived as to the “Cow boy” character of 
these men, and the integrity of their conduct, in the 
particular transaction? and was col. Tallmadge alone 
acquainted with the truth? Or—did they really 
know that Andre was brought in, because his cap- 
tors were cunning enough, simple “cow boys” as 
they were, to calculate on a better reward from con- 
gress than from Andre? And did they all unite in 
such a gross imposition upon congress, upon the 
country, and upon history, as to deck their merce- 
nary brows with wreaths of virtue, and integrity and 
patriotism? And did col. Tallmadge remain silent, 
during all the time that this course of fraud and im- 
position was proceeding to its consummation? 

In one word, is Andre’s opinion of what they 
would have done, could he have sufficiently tempted 
them, to obliterate the meri of the great good they 
actually did perform? Nay—-are they, whose useful 
conduct went far to save the country, not only to be 
now deprived of public applause but consigned .to 
infamy! 

it belongs to the Omniscient alone, to search the 
hearts of men. On the good deeds of men, let good 
men always bestow praise. In such cases it 1s bet- 
ter to be ten times deceived, than to be once unjust 
and ungrateful. 

Co!. Talimadge represents the captors of Andre 
ta have been cow boys. And Andre says that when 
they searched him, it was for plunder only. Did 
they mean then to plunder him, and after that, to 
let him go? What these cow boys whose occupa- 
tion it was to be as often in the British, as in the 
\merican camp? Would they, had they piundered 
him, ever have dared to show themselves again in 
the British camp? Or did they afcer plundering 
mean tocespatch him? And did they when they found 
treason in his boots change their minds? Did these 
cow boys become suddenly patriots? Or—did these 
dealers in petit larcenies, become suddenly great 
calculators? 

The story of Paulding, Williams, and Van Wart, 





cven if it were a mere fiction, ought never to have 
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been touched. The officers and soldiers have many 
distinguished models of imitation. The yeomen of, 
America always will and always should have before 
them the example of their three honest and patriotic 
countrymen. 

Marshal, in his life of Washington, so far from cal- 
ling Andre’s captors “cow boys,” calls them “militia 
men,” as will be seen from the following extract. 

“The thanks of congress were voted to the three 
militia men who had rendered to their country thus 
valuable service. And a silver nrédal, with an in- 
scription expressive of their fidelity and patriotism, 
was directed to be’ presented to each of them. In 
addition to this flattering testimony of their worth, 
and as further evidence of their national gratitude, 
two hundred dollars per annum during life, to be 
paid in specie, or an equivalent in current money 
was voted to each of them, a reward, it must be 
admitted, much more accurately apportioned to the 
poverty of the public treasury than to the service 
which had been received.” 

Dr. Ramsay’s history says—‘Andre offered his 
captors a purse of gold and a new valuable watch, if 
they would let him pass, and permanent provision 
and future promotion, if they would convey and ac- 
company him to New-York. ‘They nobly disdained 
the proffered bribe, and delivered him a prisoner to 
lieutenant-colonel Jameson, who commanded the 
scouting parties. In testimony of the high sense 
entertained of the virtuous and patriotic conduct of 
John Paulding, David Williams and Isaac Van Wart, 


Mr. Van Wart intends to make a statement. 
upon oath, of all that took place, at the capture of 
| Andre, and to support it, with such further corobos 

rative proof, as shall leave no doubt om any man’s 
mind. In this I have promised him all the assistance 
in my power, and I hope to have every thing pre- 
pared for publication, in the course of a fort- 
night. 

I was much pleased with Mr Van Wart’s persott 
al appearance; it is respectable, and being advanc- 
ed in years, even venerable. His face is one of 
those in which honesty is written most legibly: 
and when he came to speak on the subject in his 
visit, it was “more in grief than in anger”? He ape 
peared solicitous only for the restoration of his fait 
fame, and that of his companions; His circumstdnces 
are easy and comfortable, as he owns a neat farm of 
about a hundred and fifiy acres, which he cultivates 
with skill and indusiry. In politics he has been an 
uniform supporter of the principles of the Wash- 
ington school, and has been to this day and is now 
a fed-ralist, and l must confess I could not but syne 
pathise with him, when he learned that it was from 
a federalist that he had reeeived the deep and enor 
mous injury of which he complained.” 








— 


Colonel Trumbull. 


The nation, we think, will be pleased with thé 








the captors of Andre, congress resolved “that each 
of them receive annually two hundred dollars in) 
specie during life, and that the board of war be di- 
rected to procure for each of them a silver medal, 
on one side of which should be a shield with this 


resolution that has just passed congress, for thé 
purpose of employing col. Trumbull to execute four 
large paintings, representative of as many most im- 
portant events, belonging to the history of the revo. 
lution. 





inscription, Fidelity; and on the other, the following 

motto, Vinett Amor Patrie: and that the commander 

in chief be requested to present the same, with the 

thanks of congress, for their fidelity and the emi- 

nent service they had rendered their country.” 
From the Courier, of a subsequent date. 

Andre’s captors.—Colonel Tallmadge’s attack on 
the character of the three American yeomen, who 
captured major Andre, having beea made known to 
one of them, Mr. Van Wart, he came down yester- 
day from West-Chester county, to see me on the 
subject, and to take measures to rebut those 
charges, the object of which is to take from him 
and his companions, hot only all claim of merit, but 
to render them infamous, by representing them to 
have been cowboys, in plainer English, cattle steal- 
ers. He introduced himself by a letter from the 
Rev. Mr. Sinith, of Tarrytown. In this letter Mr. 
Smith expresses himself in these words: 

“It is a truth as incontestible as the existence of 
the sun, that Isaac Van Wart sustains as excellent a, 
Gharacter, as any in the county of West Cliester, 
and ever did, from his youth. And proof can be 
made by some hundreds of persons now living that] 
neither Van Wart, Paulding nor Williams ever were 
in the British camp; and that they never were sus- 
picious persons, but on the contrary were the true 
supporters of the rights and liberties of their coun. 
try. Upon this subject there is not a single observa-| 
tion made by Mr. Tallmadge, which points at the| 
true characters of these men,” 

A gentleman who accompanied Mr. Van Wart,| 
and on whom I can rely, assures me, that his cha- 
racter has been during his whole life, entirely unim- 
peachable, in every respect; and that he is a strieth | 
moral religious man, haying becn for twenty years| 
a member in communion with the churely.  ~ 








‘ 


Perhaps, no man living, not even our famous 
countryman, West, is more competent to this spiens 
did and delightful task than col. Trumbull. His 
Baitlé of Bunker's Hill and Death uf Montgonetys 
have established his character of the first rank as. 
an historical painter, and he has the advantage of, 
having personally witnessed the scenes he is ex- 
pected to delineate on the canvass; for he occupied 
several important stations in the revolu‘ionary cons 
test, and was an aid-de-camp to Washington. }¢ is 
understood, that, with much industry and expence, 
he has succeeded in obtaining likenesses of every 
distinguished member of the congress that Cecreed 
the independence of our country, and as weil) as of 
many of those conspicuous at the surrender of Jur- 
goyne ahd Cornwallis: and we sincerely hope tiiat he 
may be encouraged to persevere in and complete 
the great paintings expected of him, in every res 
spect worthy of their august subject, his country, 
and of his own character, to be preserved as nas 
tional monuments, not only of the things them. 
selves represeated, but also of the arts. Trumbull 
may be called a maniof a generation, and his talents 
should have their utmost stretch to stamp its repus 
tation with posterity. 

A very respectable print gives a caution, expres « 
sive of a fear, on account of the “strong and marked 
character of the party feelings” of the colonel; aj 
nrehending that he may thereby be led to give 
places in his pictures to the likenesses of individuals, 
more or less prominent than belongs to historical 
truth—and justly observes, that one act of injustice 
of this kind wou'd utterly destroy that perinanency 
of renown the artist atms at. We trust there ts fio 
reason to fear any thing of this sort—and that these 
pictures will as nearly represent things as they weres 
as 1s possible, that they may be esteemed as thucls 
for therr truth as for thefr beauty. 
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Mississippi Territory. 
Population of 1816—thrown into tabular form by the 
editor of the Weekly Register. 
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Jetherson (pee 439 762} 2,648 12358} 4,906 
Claiborne . . =| 372) 544] 308 499] 1,716] 23/1790} 3,529 
Wiikinson . ° 738! O46} 515 1019} 3,218}  2]4057] 7,277 
Amite,' =. . 715'1096} 526 1028] 3,365} 19)1694] 5,072 
Warren . ° ° 181) 254; 140 224 799 14] 768] 1,583 





























Franklin. . 345| 547| 264; 539 1,696] 4/1013] 2,712 
Wayne . | 1,566 517] 2,084 
Ballwin. ° 411 752! 1,168 
Marion , . . 1,015 686} 1,701 
Clarke r ° 2,763 1338 4,117 
a 2,078 540} 2,613 
Greene . ° 992 729] 1,725 
Monroe. . . 3,593 1603} 5,268 
Jackson. ° 714 255) 1,011 
Washington « . 1,888 671} 2,559 
Haneock ’ e 667 333 1,000 
Madison. . e 10,000 4200} 14,200 
Mi-bile ° e 867 433} 1,300 
lawrence . . 1,367} . | 417} 1,784 

Totals. . . { 44,781 } 74,746 


The designation of ages is not given further than 
for Prankiin county; and those, not of the white 
inhabitants, are called “total slaves” or “total 
blacks” —generally of the former—the free people 
of color not being numerous. This population is 
cattered over a vast extent of country. 





Banks of Pennsylvania. 

We have taken a good deal of trouble to bring 
out the following results—they are, probably, suf- 
ficiently accurate and minute for the general view 
intended, 

‘These results are made up from the report of 
the auditor, agreeably to the 15th section of the 
act entitled “an act regulating banks,” and the 
statements of the Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, and 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ banks, submiited to the 
senate. The date of the returns seems generally in 
November last, or of a later date. 

he following are the banks named in the audi- 
tor’s report—Alleghany, Beaver, Chambersburg, 
Chester county, Delaware county, Germantown, 
Northern Liberties,* Pittsburg, Swatara, Washing. 
ton, Carlisle, Centre, Commercial,* Exston, Far- 
mers of Bucks county, Farmers and Mechanics of 
Greencastle, Farmers of Lancaster, Farmers of 
teading, Farmers and Mechanics of Pittsburg, 
Gettysburg, Marrisburg, Huntingdon, Juniata, 
Lancaster trading company, Marietta, and Susque- 
hannah, do. Mechanics bank of Philadelphia,* 
Monongahala, Northampton, Northumberland, &c. 
North Western, Schuylkill,* Union agricultural 
znd manufacturing, Westmoreland, York. From 
the bank of North America, the bank ef Lancaster, 
and some few other lawful banks, there are no re- 
turns—besides these there are, in the state, some 
tweiity-two iustitutions or associations doing busi- 
ness as banks, no: incorporated and unlawful. 


Capita: stock of the 35 banks named above . 8,062,362 
of the bank of Pennsylvania ( + ? 2,500,000 





t 





Philad~}phia = € 1,800,000 
Farmers’ and 
Mechanie¢s’ 

‘lotal of 38 banks . . ; 
fans on discounts—of the 35 banks ° 
of the 3 others in Phila- 
delphia & branches 10,713,836-23,404,394 
These loans include 383,000 dollars to tke state 
of Pennsyivasia and city of Philadelphia. 


1 





& 
= ) 1,250,000 


‘ 13,612,362 
12,690,558 





Deposits—in the 35 banks . . . . 2,040,103 
in the 3 others in Philadelphia, &c. 5,433,720—7,473,823 

Speciein the 35 banks . =. ww Ss e_=—(,050,195 
in the 3 other banks in Philada. &c. 982,126—1,932,321 
U. States and other stocks—in the 35 banks . 218,022 
in the 3 other banks in Philad. &e 2,158,776—2,376,798 
Real property—oef the 35 banks (about) * 303,000 
of the 3 others in Philadelphia, nearly 

all paid for out of surplus profits 396,362—702,362 


Notes of other banks—in the 35 banks  . —:1,373,061 
in the 3 others, Philada. 802,576—2,175,637 
Due from other banks—to the 35 banks 667,510 


to the 3 others in Phila. 1,910,136—2,577,646 
Due other banks—trom the 35 banks . ° 544,122 
from the 3 others in Philad. 2,002,037—2,546,159 
Notes in circulation—from the 35 banks 6,153,192 

the 3 other in Philadel. 1,998,505 —8,151,677 
On the data here furnished, the curious in such things may make 
many calculations to satisfy themselves, 
On the whole, it appears that these institutions have been con- 
ducted with prudence, and that they are able to meet all demands 
against them—thus: 


Their whole capital stock is e oe 13,612,362 
oad magne ° e . « 7,473,823 
Debts to other ban « 2,546,159 
Notes in circulation ° 8,151,677-31,784,011 
Loans or discounts ° “Sie alee 23,404,394 
Specie . ° ... © . ° - 1,932,321 
United Statesand other stocks . . « 2,376,798 
Real property. . « 702,362 


Notes of other banks, chiefly of each other 2,175,637 

Due from other banks, chiefly of each other 2,577,646-33,169,159 
The banks have, besides, various assetts in surplus funds, judg- 
ments, mortgages, &e. &e. which if taken into the detail, would 
very considerably swell the balance in their favor, after paying 
other demands against them. 








Finances of Pennsylvania. 


AUDITOR-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 12th Dec. 1816. 
Sirn—Agreeably to your request of yesterday, I 
respectfully submit to the committee the annexed 
statements. 

Very respectfuily, sir, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. BRYAN. 
Isaac Weaver, esq. chairman of the 
committee for building a state capitol. 


ESTIMATE 
Of the probable receipts and expenditures for the 
year 1817, founded on acts passed prior to the 
present session of the legislature. 
RECEIPTS 
Dividends on bank and other stock, $215,000 00 
Reimbursement of monies expended on 


account of the late war, 90,000 00 
Lands, 80,000 00 
Auction duties, 70,000 00 
Tavern licences, 30,000 00 
Tax on banks, 25,000 00 


Second instalment state houseand yard 
in Philadelphia, 

Interest on monies borrowed by this 
state, for the use of the United States, 18,405 00 


23,333 34 


Tax on certain offices, 8,000 00 
Old debts, 6,000 00 
Court fines, 4,000 00 
Fees of secretary commonwealth’s office, 800 00 
Miscellaneous, 12,000 00 





582,538 SE 
To which add the balance in the trea- 


sury, Dec. 1, 1816, 276,664 18 





859,202 52 


ee 





PROBABLE EXPENDITURE. 
=xpences of government, 175,000 00 
Expenditures consequent to the late war 6,000 00 


Militia, 25,090 02 
Pensions, 18,000 09 
Miscellaneous, 20,000 00 





*Yhese banks are located in Philadelphia. 


| Of appropriations made last session there 


may be called for, 100,000 00 
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Of appropriations made prior to the last 


session, there may be called for, 150,000 00 





494,000 00 


Supposed redundancy, 365,202 52 





$859,202 52 


Finances of New-York. 


Abstracted from the treasurer’s report, Jan. 1, 1817. 
RECEIPTS. 


461,713 15 








State taxes, 
Interest on various debts 
due the state—repay ment 


of some loans, &c. 310,199 43 





771,912 58 

Dividends on bank stocks, 77,705 00 

Loan of bank of New-York, 180,000 00 

United States, 379,442 36 

Monies received on account 
of lotteries, 


Vendue duty 





257,539 81 
159,459 01 


Canal stock, 7,360 00 
Salt springs, 8,224 10 
Various items, 100,260 67 


1,092,075 95 








1,948,443 53 


Balance in the treasury Dec. 31,1815, 120,916 22 





2,069,359 75 
PAYMENTS. 

To the members of the legislature, exe- 
cutive and other public officers, attor- 
nies, county treasurers, sheriffs, &c. 

Pay of militia, purchase of arms, milita- 
ry stores, &c. 

Various incidental expences, 

Indian annuities, schoolmas- 
ters for, &c. 17,658 68 

Loan to the Niagara sufferers 37,650 00 


246,051 54 


71,687 43 
9,963 01 





School fund loan, 66,195 00 
Other loans, 14,750 00 
To managers of lotteries, 220,895 00 
of forfeited estates, 661 16 

357,749 84 


On account of the debts owing by the 
state—with 10,000 for internal naviga- 
tion, and 25,000 for the hospital in the 
city of New-York, &c. 

Commen schools 54,799 30; state pri- 
son 21,216 00, and many other items, 162,243 50 

Composition for direct tax 365,620 38; 
vendue duty for support of the foreign 
poor, &c. 73,705 89; bounty for the 
destruction of wolves 7,917 30; print- 
ing, &c. 

‘Many items, among which are—to the 
commissioners for improving internal 
navigation 10,500 00; to the inspec- 
tors of the state prison, 30,000 00— 
&e. &c. making— 


614,102 78 


462,802 06 





A grand total of 2,008,901 31 





Leaving a balance in the treasury of 60,458 44 








9e ae 
Finances of Virginia. 

Report to the legislature, of the committee appointed to 
emumine the treasurer’s accounts. 

The joint committee of both houses, have, ac 

cording to order, examined the treasurer’s ac- 

counts, from the first dav of October, 1815, to the 


30th dav of September, 1816, inclusive, and find 
that at the last settlement of his accounts, on the 
30th of September, 1815, there remained in the 
treasury, a balance of $96,131 96 
Since which time the treasury has re- 

ceived on public accounts, the follow- 

ing sums, viz: 


Revenue taxes of 1815 574,997 OL 
Arrears of taxes due prior to 1815 23,282 53 
Clerks and notaries public 45,563 75 
Inspectors of tobacco 12,996 68 
Militia fines 4,806 48 


3,267 16 
31,821 52 


Unappropriated land 
On sundry accounts 


Penitentiary agents 14,357 34 
Fines, &c. to the literary fund 14,°85 15 
Delinquent lands 37,080 46 
Taxes on iron 3,423 27 
Taxes on Salt 660 70 
Duties on stamps 189 5V 
Dividends on bank stock 47,8388 75 
Dividenc on stock held in the James 

river company 3,500 
Sale of slaves condemned to death, and 

reprieved for transportation 495 
The general government 600,000 
Loans negociated with the Farmers’ 

Bank, to defray the current expences 

of the commonwealth 550,000 
Register of the land office 3,707 47 
Auctioneers 2,228 53 
Taxes of 1816 14,250 





$2,084,753 21 

Amounting in the whole, including the said balance 

remaining in the treasury on the 30th day of Sep- 

tember, 1815, to the sum of two millions and eigt.- 

ty four thousand seven hundred and fifty-three 
dollars, and twenty-one cents. 

Your committee further find, that the treasurer, 
in the period aforesaid, has disbursed and admitted 
in discount, the following sums, viz: 

For expences of the general assembly $61,816 01 


Officers of civil government 83,119 91 
Officers of militia 13,447 09 
Militia-fine fund 3,656 99 
Criminal charges, including guards in 

the country 21,580 21 
Removing criminals to the penitentiary 6,119 71 


Internal charges of the penitentiary, in- 


cluding officers salaries 37,101 80 


Slaves executed or transported 12,850 
Lunatic hospital 9,500 
Public guard inthecity of Richmond 9,032 52 


Pensioners 

Commissioners of the revenue 
Military contingent fund 127,990 OL 
Manufactory of arms, &c. 66,280 39 
Distribution of public arms 53 40 
Erection and preservation of public ar- 

senals 3,000 

Public services of circuit court clerks 1,931 50 
Clerk’s and sheriff’s fees 150 86 
Expences of representation to congress 


5,930 03 
34.900 55 


and state senate 299 21 
Repairs of public warehouses, and sala- 
ries of superintendants 2,410 $1 


Civil contingent fund 
Interest on the several descriptions of 
public debt 


13,009 13 


124,591 26 





Literary fund 16,381 45 
Special acts of assembly 5,665 97 
Warrants not provided for by law 8,192 3: 
Bounty on Wolf scalps 431 
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The Parmers’ bank of Virginia, in full 
for the loan of 800,000 dollars 

The Formers’ bank of Virginia, for loans 
negociated by the executive to defray 
the cnrrent expences of the comman- 
wealth 562,906 05 

Sick and disabled soldiers 97 

Repairs done to the house occupied by 
the governor, and furniture for the 
same 

Certificates discounted 

Amounting ih the whole to the sum of 
two millions and thirty-nine thousand 
two hundred and ninety-nine dollars 
and eighty-three cents, and leaving in 
the treasury, on the 30th day of Sep- 
tember 1816, a balance in favor of 
the treasury of forty-five thousand, 
four hundred and fifty-three dollars 
and eighty cents $45,453 80 


800,000 


1,100 
2,728 16 





%2,084,753 21 








Capitals of the United States. 


A writer in the Vational Intelligencer, signing “Ho- 
mo,” gives the following as the probable amounts 
of the capitals of the people of the United States. 

The editor attempted a valuation of this kind in 
December 1815—see Werk ty Recister, vol. 1X, 
page 241, and is 600 millions short of this es- 
timate. Which is the nearest to the probadbili- 
ties of things, those who feel interested in such 
matters will judge. 

A twelve-month, however, bas elapsed between the 
times of making these estimates, and if the po- 
sition assumed by us—“that the wealth of the 
United States had doubled within ten years” is 
a reasonable one, there will not appear to be any 
material difference in the two statements—thus: 

(he supposed value of the real and personal proper- 
ty of the people of the United Swates, in Dec. 
1815, was estimated at $4,850,000,000 

Add one-tenth for the year’s increase 485,000,000 





$§5,335,000,000 

And the difference between such large amounts is 

inconsiderable. But whether either of them is 
tolerably correct, is—another affair. 


Estimate from the National Intelligencer. 
Slaves, one million five hundred thou- 
sand, valued, at 250 doijlars each 
Houses for seven millions five hun- 
dred thousand whites, at five to a 
house, and each house averaged at 
one thousand dollars 

Furniture for one miiliion five hun- 
dred thousand houses, at two hun- 


375,000,000 


1,500,000,000 


dred dollars 150,000,000 
Lots of houses in cities and one hun- 

dred acres of ground to each land- 

holder, at ten dollars per acre 1,500,000,000 
Horses, cattle and sheep 100,000,000 
Implements of husbandry, carriages, 

waggons, carts, &c. 50,000,000 


Mills,distilleries, ware-houses,wharves, 
brew-houses, barns, shops, goods 
of iron, salt, leather, flax, wool, &c. 500,000,000 
Flour, barley, rice, corn, oats, pota- 
toes, fruit, cotton, hay, &c. for nine 
mnillions of persons for one year’s 
consumption, at 20 cents per diem 
each, including food for horses,&c. 477,000,000 


Four hundred millions of acres be- 
longing to the public, at two dol- : 
lars 800,000,000 





5,452,000,000 


The Military Establishment. 


From the National Intelligencer. 

Such has been the misconception or misrepresen-_ 
tation of the annual expence of our military estab- 
lishment, as to induce a careful examination of the 
military laws and regulations, for the purpose of 
forming, for private satisfaction, a true estimate; of 
which the subjoined is the result. 

Where the military laws and regulations did not 
furnish a sufficient data, recourse has been had to 
printed documents now before congress, viz. The 
general estimate of the treasury department of the 
6th of January, 1817. The report of the war de- 
partment to the committee of ways and means, of 
the 6th of January, 1817, and the report of existing 
contracts for supplying rations, &c. of the 11th of 
January, 1817, selecting such items only as belong 
to the annual expence of THE army, believing that 
erection and repair of fortifications, and furnishing 
magazines of ordnance and permanent munitions, 
and the military academy, no more belong to army 
expences than the repair of the capitol or the erec- 
tion of buildings for a national university. If, then, 
out of the above authorised force, which includes 
every man who can belong to the army, it is esti- 
mated that 10,000 rank and file may be constantly 
kept in service, and the whole expence of the mili- 
tary service is charged to thesoldiers, it will amount 
to about $323 50 each per year. 

, ARMY ESTIMATE. 

Pay of the army, including all officers, 
non-commissioned oificers, musicians 
and privates, and allowing for 500 me- 
chanics and laborers of ordnance, the 
number being not limited by law— 
calculated from the army laws, 1,188,288 O09 

Subsistence for all officers, and subsis- 
tence for 12,000 non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, privates, mecha- 
nics and laborers, attached to the 
ordnance, at 18 cents per ration, esti- 
mated from the average of existing 
contracts, as reported to congress by 
the secretary of war, Jan. 1, 1817. 

Clothing for 12,000 non-commissioned 
oflicers, musicians and privates, in- 
cluding mechanics and laborers of 
ordnance, calculated from the ave- 
rage cost of clothing, as reported in 
the army regulations, $37 80 per 
man, 

Allowance for servants, estimating for 
all the private servants, authorized 
by the army regulations, to officers 
who are prohibited from employing 
soldiers as waiters, estimated fiom 
the laws and regulations, 361 private 
servants, at $14 10 each, per month 

Quarter-master’s department, estimat- 
ing for all expences authorised by 
army regulations, viz.—forage, fuel 
and stationary, allowed for the offi- 
cers, and fuel and straw for the army 








788,400 0G 


455,600 QQ 


61,081 20 











—the repair of barracks and the pur- 
chase of horses, &c. ‘The war expen- 
ditares in the department furnish no 
just data, and reference is had to the. 
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expences before the war, when the 
authorized peace establishment was 
nearly as large as the present army. 
Those estimates average $320,000 
per annum, and on comparing them 
with the printed report of the secre- 
tary of war, of January 6, submitted 
to the committee of ways and means, 
that is deemed sufficiently liberal 

Hospital departinent, including casual 
compensation to citizen surgeons, at 
posts where there may be no army 
doctors. 


460,000 00 


the shiv Hornet, for the capture of 
the Penguin 

Relief of Erastus Loomis 

Prize money to the representatives of 
the officers and crew of the sioop 
of war Wasp 

Allowance of 12 months wages to the 
representatives of the late oficers 
and crew of the sloop of war Wasp 

Prize money to the captors of Alge- 
rine vessels 

Prize money to the officers and crew 


25,000 00 
1,257 91 


59,600 00 


30,000 00 


100,900 60 





Taken from the estimates of the apo- 
thecary and commissary general of 
purchases, as reported to the com- 
mittee of ways and means, by the se- 
cretary of war, January 6, 1817, 

Bounties and premiums for 2,400 re- 
cruits, being one-fifth of the autho- 
rised establishment, predicated on 
keeping it consiantly filied, the term 
of service being five years—12 dolls. 
bounty, and 2 dollars premium, per 
each man, 

Contingencies of the military service, 
allowing under this head, double the 
estimate of the war department, 


50,600 00! 


33,000 00 


200,000 00 





$3,234,969 20 





——. 


Expenditures—Navy Department. 


The following exhibits the amount of all such mo- 
nies as have been drawn for and expended by the, 
secretary of the navy, from the Ist Oct. 1815 to 
30th Sept. 1816, inclusive, in virtue of the ap- 
propriation laws of 1816, and of unexpended ba 
lances, &c. 





Relief of Charles Todd 


of the frigate Constitution 25,090 00 
Gradual increase of the navy 81,783 O1 
Relief of John Chalmers, jun. 2,930 08 
Relief of Asher Palmer 200 GU 


Relief of Daniel Dobbins and Rufus S. 
Reed 


Relief of John Crosby and John Cros- 
by, jun. 


oe) 
od 
, 
o 
c> 
o 


MARINE CORPS. 


Pay, &c. 233,713 45 
Clothing 51,999 26 
Medicines and hospital stores 810 G5 
Military stores 2,954 75 


Quarter mauster’s, barrack master’s 
stores, &c. 49,959 70 


4,020,885 14 








Legislature of Kentucky. 

The legislature of this state met at Frankfort, on Monday, De- 
cember 2, 1816. 

Both houses proceeded to business on the first day, and re-eleet-d 
their old officers generally. John Crittenden, esq. speaker, and 
Rosert Todd, clerk, of the house of representatives. Edmund 
Bullock esq. of Fayette, has been chosen speaker of the senate. 

On Tuesday at 12 o’clock, the following message was recived 
from the lieutenant governor, Gabriel Slaughter, by Mr. Sceretary 
Pope. 





Pay and subsistence of officers, and 


Fellow citizens of the senate, 


pay of seam en, 1,238,355 24) j and of the house of representatives, 
> sion 5.355 I meet you under circumstances truly distressine to the state 
Purchase of erebirwnee Ss | P l 4 we land painful to every lover of good men. Oar tate ruvertor, 
Meclicines, instruments, and 10spita |George Madison, first in the contidence and affections of’ the 
stores, : 515269 80) people, is bo more. He was a true patriot; a brave and generaiis 


Freight, store rent, and other contin- 
gent expences, 

Navy yards, docks, &c. 

Orduance and small arms 

Repairs of vessels 

Purchase of sulphur and salt-petre, 
(to which add amount transferred 
from other heads $21,000 

Repairs of frigates Constellation, Che- 
sapeake, &c. (to which add amount 
transferred from other heads 558 08 

Repairs of vessels damaged in action 

Purchase of timber 

Building 74’s and frigates 

Building barges 

Building sloops of war 

Purchase and equipment of captured 
vessels 

Putting and keeping in service, when 
repaired, frigates Constellation, 
Chesapeake, &c. 

Building and equipping vessels of war 
on lakes Ontario and Champlain 

Building floating batteries 

Purchase of vessels to carry from 8 to 
10 guns 

Purchase of vessels captured on lake 
Champlain 

Relicf of Josiah Perkins 

Rewarding the officers and crew of 


436,719 62 
64,313 25 
281,319 69 
337,039 51 


6,893 76 
36,544 59 
222,272 21 
14,252 74 
115,210 7U 


15,000 00¢ 


41,407 50 \treedom. 


soldier, and blessed with every noble and amiable quality which 
‘ean adorn the humau character In his death the sisce has 
sustained an irreparable loss, which, in cotamon with me fellow 
|eitizens, I sincerely lament. Conscious that I am unequal to the 
thigh and important duties of chief magistrate of this cumunon- 
, wealth, L would most cheerfully have declined the pust which the 
}eonstitution has assigned me, had this deplorable visitatioa of 
Providence and the partiality of ny countrymen left me this 
jalternative: But duty commanded me to meet the responsibility 
thus devoWed; from which relying tor sapport on a kind Pras 
vidence, I could uot, I will not shrink. Ardenatly devoted frou 
my youth to the great and essential principles of hiburty. as 
recognized and established by the tenth article of the constitution 
of this state,in which, among others, it is declared, that all fice 
inen, When they form a social compzct, are eq'tal; and that wo man 
or set of men are entitled to exclusive, separate public emolu 
‘ments or privileges from the conmmnunity, but in coasidevation 





t 
of public services; that all power is inhereut in the people, and 
all free governments are founded on their authority, and rastituted 
fox their peace, safety aud happiness. My best exertious theaveh 
\lift shall he nade to perpetuate chis best of guvernmeits ro cae 
|iatest posterity. It will be tome a consolation, in my closing se ae 
to believe that iny labors have contributed ia avy the soall sé 
|degree to give strength aud duration to this fair fabric of Acacrican 
it is not my desigs to riiscuss atlarye the werits of our 
| constitution, bat the great principles of equal rigits and onal 
justice upon which it is fornded, cannot be tu» often re peated 
a impressed upon the public mind. However wnelanchoiy the 
event which piaced me in the executive chair, Lo bope to be 
jpardoned for availing myself of this opportunity of rerircing 
}to my Constituents, Wurough you, my sincere Uianks Cor Uacie coud 


60,000 00 opinion aud respect manifested tor me at the late ol-etion. 
17,333 07} 


Deeply impressed With a sense of the importance of the trust, 
iE should despair but for the support [ coutideathy exoeet from 
you, with navy of whow [have so often miucicd feces and 
sepinments on the legisiative fluor. I eoinmenee my ex ¢ itive 
hdutics, fully persuaded that L shall frequeatly err fon want af 
mformation and defeet of judgment; and Caat my conduer when 


—_—— 





vorreet, Will be often eensured from prepmhee and aistake. To 
)} you, hos ever, and my covustituents. who haee Jvc 'we sa yneay 
proofs of their confidence and atiection., I plese meyseif Mairis ad 


2 a | . © ’ ; . , r "oot" Ts) . } e525 
‘Gaithfuily to adwinister the goverment according to the republican 
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spirit and principles of our free constitution. I will do every 
thing in ty power to satisfy those who have bestowed on me their 
suffineess hy a fair and just course to reconcile others, and to 
plvauce the freedom and happiness of all. I will diseousage party 
spirit, Which so often cenerates dangerous and corrupt factions, 
destroys social happiness, distracts the public councils, and de- 
prives the peovle of the advantages of the united efforts of the 
wise and good to promote the public welfare. Party spirit, 
although sometimes unavoidable, is at all times unpleasant, aud 
efion tnisebievons. Parties too often lose ‘sight of the causes and 
Ptiecinles which gave them birth; organize factions, who fre- 
quently substitute their will for the will of the people, and by an 
artel and active course contrive to giye tone to public opinion 
ol pubbe afairg. From long observation and experience, I have 
heen led to conclude that true and practical republicanism under 
qur government, consists in an honest and faithful discharge of 
‘uty according to the spirit and principles of the constitution; 
aod that sithough factions may unhappily divide = distress a 
country. a chict’ magistrate ought to pursue the union of his 
felow citizens, and the good of the stats independently of all 
Parties. Believing that under a government based on the moral 
f-cisgs aod moral power of the people,a just and impartial 
alatcistration wil! insure the best and most ame eee 1 must 
rest my cleim to public approbation, on the integrity of my course, 
aud the good sense and justice of my fellow citizens. Animated 
by these views, IE do in the sinerrity of my heart, invite a cordial 
and united effort for the good of our common country. 

The late period at which I came into office, must be my apology 
for omitting to bring to your notice many subjects proper for 
your considerations: Such oinission will be readily supplied hy 
the superior wistom of the legislature. I will proceed, however, 
to mention some of those measures which have occurred to me as 
worthy your attention. When I commenced my official duties, 
there were on hand twelve hundrd muskets with accoutrements, 
&c. part of which, pursuant to the authority vested in me, I have 
delivered to several independent companies, taking bond and 
security for their preservation and return; limitiagthe number to 
fifty for each eompany. Whether the law which confines the 
distri} ation to the independent companies should not be changed 
so ast) furnish all, without distinction, IT submit to your better 
judgment. It is truly grstifying to witness the military pride 
which pervades the militia of Kentucky; and whether we ought 
to rely entirely npon the suoply of arms expected from the ge- 
nera! goverment, ov provirle an additional quantity by purchase 
or oth rwise, you will determine. I feel bound, however, to state 
m} decided opmion in fayor of having the militia all armed. Arms 
protuee discipline; inspire a spirit of manly independence; give 
the people confiJence iy their strength, and prepare them for 
resistance’ to oppression, Méeny look to the military peace esta- 
blish sent of thy United States as a school for discipline; but it 19 
belicv-d a small army divided and dispersed along our extensive 
frovticr cannot turnish such a field for the acquisition of military 
knowl dge as ought to relax our attention to the militia, justly 
styled the bulwark of every free state. This view ts strengt ened 
by th: notoricty of the fact, that the familiar and dexterous use of 
arms among our citizens, was severely felt by the British forces 
durm: the fate war, It will be proper to make our militia Jaw 
coufermable to the eet of congr:ss passed atthe last session, provi- 
ciog tor th appointment of one colonel, ove lieutenant colonel, 
and one jor to each regiment, instead of a heutenaut colonel 
apd twoo.ajors Of the neecssity of other changes ii our militia 
system, you are, from your own observation and experience, better 
able tod ‘termine. rte: 

I presa oe you will agree with me that aothing in this govern- 
ment, whos firnest rock is pnbhe sentiment, is more worthy of 
your attention than the promotion of education, vot only by en- 
dowing ¢oll gos or universitics npon a liberal plan, but by diffusing 
through the country, seminari:s and schools for the education of 
all c!ass’s of the community; makiog them free to all poor shil- 
dren. and the children of poor personse At an ret | period there 
was cranted to each county inthe state six thousand acres of land 
for the establi.hment and support of schools; this has been pro- 
Guctive of some good, but the fuad has proved inadequate to meet 
the enlightened and liberal views of the legislature. [tis essentially 
necessary that schools should be more diffused to suit the conve- 
nience of the peuple. It is believed there are funds within our 
rach, which in a fw years would enable us to establish through 
th= state a system of education which would be attended with in- 
eaiculable adventages. Knowkdge and virtue are every where the 
surest basis of pu lic happiness; the strongest barriers against op- 
pression; a powerful check to mal-administration, by rendering it 
necessary fur those in power to sceure not the blind, but the en- 
lightened confidence of the people. Every child born in the state 
should be considered a child of the republic, and educated at the 
public expence, where the parents are unable to do it. Such a sys- 
tem will not only improve the minds and morals of our youth, and 
thereby render our free institutions more durable, bat by thus dif 
fusing the benefits of government throughout the hody politic, it 
will be strenethen<d in the aflvctions of the people. ‘They will be 
bound to it by new ties; and more permanency, as wellasa more 
settled character, will be given to our population, To effectuate 
objects so valuable and desirable. 1 r-commend an enquiry tito 
the titles of lands stricken off ta the state and forf ited; a revision 
of the law of escheat, and for the appointment of esclicators, ard 
that such lands with a tax on banks and such corporations, as from 
their nature are proper suhjects of taxation, am! such part ot the 
dividends on the bauk stuck of the state, as can be spared without 
matirially increasing the pubtic burdens, may be appropriated for 
‘the purpose of estal lishing an extensive aud convenient system of 
education. I have gone into the subject of arming our militia and 
sdueating our youth, from a conviction that a people who under- 


stand their rights gud have arms to defend them, cannot be englay ext | 


} ‘The state of our judiciary must ever be a subject of primary 
importance, and regarded with deep interest by every citizen. Upon 
the judiciary, every man essentially depends for the preservation 
and enjoyment of his Jife, liberty, property and reputation. It is 
among the first and highest obligations of government to have the 
laws faithfuily executed, and justice ably and impartially adminis- 
tered to the Oat without unreasonable expence or delay. To 
secure these blessings, is the leading motive of mankind, to submit 
to the restraints and burdens of civil government, such general 
and special provisions as are best calculated to remedy the defects 
and inconveniences in the administration of justice, demand the 
prompt and efficient attention of the legislature. I had strong 
doubts of the expediency of the change in our circuit court system, 
made at the last session; nor have those doubts been removed; but 
as it has received the sanction of a majority of the representatives 
of the people, it would seem to me proper to give the system a fair 
experiment. Frequent changes are unsafe, and generally injurious 
to the public. A considerable degree of stability in the institutions 
and course of a government, is necessary to secure confidence and 
respect. Instead, thereof, of making any material alteration, 1 would 
recommend the adoption of sugh amendments and regulations as 
will best remedy its defects. 

In proportion as this republican government is precious to every 
man who loves his neighbor and delights in the freedom and hap- 
piness of his fellow beings, should be his vigilance to check all 
practices calculated to destroy its purity or change its character. 
To furnish the strongest motives to men, to deserve well of their 
country, and to make public office and station the reward of qua- 
lifications and integrity, would seem to me congenial with the spi- 
rit and character of such a government. A practice therefore, 
which tends to place merit without wealth in the shade, and to 
emable the rich to monopolize the offices of government, has at 
least an aristocratic tendency, and demands severe reprehension. I 
therefore recommend to the legislature a revision of the laws 
against selling offices, and the enaction of such provisions and pe- 
nalties as are best calculated to suppress the mischief which seems 
of late to be increasing. 

The penitentiary demands some notice. It is necessary to repair 
and enlarge the building, avd the nature and variety of the duties 
are such, that the keeper cannot give to the whole the requisite 
attention. Besides the consideration that the business is too arduous 
for one man to superintend, a change in the management of its 
concerns, seems to me necessary and proper to secure that accoun- 
tability which ought to characterize every branch of our political 
economy. It appears to me proper to make it the duty of the keeper 
to purchase the raw materials, and deliver over the articles manu- 
factured to an agent to be employed by the government to receive, 
se]l and account for them. These suggestions do not proceed from 
a distrust of the fidelity or diligence of the keeper. He is, I believe, 
faithful and well qualified for the office. 

The removal of obstructions in our smaller navigable streams, 
and a co-operation with our sister states bordering on the Ohio, for 
the improvement of the navigation of that river, are subjects pro- 
per for your consideration. I have, I confess, brought them into 
view, without having matured any plan te lay before you, and 
therefore rely on your better judgment and informatton to devise 
the meais best adapted to the objects. 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by the third section of 
the first article of the constitution of the United States, I have 
filled the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of our late sevator 
the hon. William T. Barry, by the appointment of Martin D, 
Hardin, esq. after receiving from that gentleman an assurance 
that if appointed, he would proceed immediately to the seat of the 
general government. The necessity of having this state fully 
represented in the senate of the union, until this vaeancy could 
be filled by your appointment imposed upon me the uty of 
ex: reising this power. Having, I trust, performed my duty in this 
respect, the power and duty of making a choice is now by the 
constitution devolved upon the legislature. ; 

I cannot close this communication without congratulating you 
and our Constituents upon the Health, happiness and plenty for 
which our state is distinguished. No people have more reason than 
ourselves to acknowledge with pious gratitude their dependence 
on a Supreme ruler ef nations. Our history furnishes throughout 
the most signal and almost miraculous proofs of a Providential 
agency in our affairs. God in the abundance of his goodness, has 
watched over and preserved us in all the trials through which we 
have passed.—Instead of suffering us to become the ‘slaves of a 
tyrant, he has re-established in our land, man’s dominion over 
himself, and every assemblage of the representatives af the peo- 
ple furnishes another demonstration, that this great republican 
“Xperiment will be sucevssful. In Him then let us put our trust , 
the only true legitimate sovereign whom man should worship and 
aor’; with sincere and grateful hearts, let us supplicate a continua, 
tion of his blessings; and witha firm reliance on him, I am ready 
to proceed with you to perform the task assigned us by our con- 
stituents. 


GABRIEL SLAUGHTER, 








Classification of the Militia. 
Report of the committee to whom was referred so much 
of the president’s message as velates to the re-organi- 
zation or classification of the militia of the United 
States. (Mr. Uanrntson, Chairman.) 
ganvany 17, 1817. 
The committee of the house of representatives to 
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message as relates to the re-organization and clas- 

sification of the militia, and the report of the 

acting secretary of war, of the 13th ultimo, report 
herewith a bill for that purpose. — 

The organization of regiments, brigades and di- 
visions, has been adopted by the committee in oppo- 
sition to very high authority, because it is the one 
which has heretofore been used in all the states, and 
because it appeared better suited to the tactics of 
the present day, than the new complex system of 
the legion recommended by gen. Knox, in his re 
port of 1790. : 

The mode of classification contained in the bill 
has been frequently recommended in the reports of 
committees of the house, and in those in the de- 
partment of war. The effects of this plan will be 
felt only when the militia are called into the service 
of the United States, and will not affect the consti- 
tution of the corps, as it now exists, for the ordina- 
ry duties of muster and discipline; the advantages 
of a system that will bring into the same corps for 
the duties of the field, men of the same age and vi- 
gor, and throw the burden of military duty upon 
that class of citizens who would be enabled to per- 
form it with fewer personal sacrifices, were the mo- 
tives to its adoption. 

The junior or middle class will be composed of ) 
men who have small families, or those who have 
none; who are in the full enjoyment of bodily 
strength and activity, and whose minds will be more 
easily excited to military ardor and the love of glory, 
than those of a more advanced period of life. 

In the performance of the duty assigned them, 
the committee progressed thus far without diffi- 
culty; but they considered their task as barely com- 
menced. An organization, however perfect, is buta 
sinzle step towards the desirable object: the great 
difficulty to be encountered is the application of a 
system of discipline, or military instruction, to a 
great population, scattered over an immense ter- 
ritory. 

The accomplishment of this object at once, is 
evidently not within the power of the government. 
To instruct the present militia of the country to 
any useful extent, would require a larger portion of 
their time than they can possibly spare from the 
duty of providing for their families, unless they are 
liberally paid) To pay them, would absorb all the 
resources of the nation. The alternative appears to 
be, to direct the efforts of the government to in- 
struct such a portion of the militia as their means 
will allow, and which would produce the most be- 
Neficial result upon the whole mass: leaving to the 
effects of another system the gradual introduction 
of those military acquirements, which, in a republi- 
can government, it is so essential for every citizen 
to possess. Acting upon this principle, and believ- 
ing that the instruction which it is in the power of 
the government to give, would be more usefully be- 
stowed upon the whole of the officers and sergeants 
of the militia, than upon any particular class, the 
sections of the bill, which relate to this part of the 
subject, have been adopted by the committee. They 
have also considered it to be proper to annex some 
estimates of the annual expence of the system they 
recommend. 

Although it may be considered, that by presenting 
a bill for the “organization and classification” of the 
militia, and the exposition of their motives which 
accompany it, the committee have performed the 
task assigned them hy the resolution under which 
they acted; they have, nevertheless, believed it to be 
their duty to submit some further views, the result 


This course may be more excusable, as the com- 
mittee haye no hesitation in acknowledging, that 
the plan embraced by the bill, is a mere expedient; 
a choice of difficulties; a system, which although it 
will place the militia upon a much better footing than 
they have before stood on, yet is not likely to produce 
that great desideratum—that indespensible requi- 
site ina government constituted like ours—the dif- 
fusion of a military spirit and military information 
throughout the great mass of the people. 

The part of the subject which still remains to be 
discussed, will be best understood by dividing it 
into two distinct propositions: 

Ist. Is it desirable that the whole male popula- 
tion of the United States of proper age, should 
be trained to the use of arms, so as to super- 
sede under any circumstances, the necessity of 
a standing army? 

2d. Is it, practicable? 

The solicitude which has been manifested by the 
great men who have successively filled the office of 
chief magistrate of the Uuited States, for the adop- 
tion of a system of military discipline for the mili- 
tia, which would produce the effect contemplated 
by the first proposition, sufficiently manifests their 
sense of its importance. The subject was often 
and warmly recommended by the father of his coun- 
try, and, at an early period of his administration, a 
plan for the purpose was proposed by the secretary 
of war, and, being corrected agreeably to his sugges- 
tions, was submitted to the national legislature. It 
is believed, that objections to the expence and sup- 
posed difficulty of executing this plan, and not to 
its object, was the cause of its being rejected. Is 
the opinion, which prevailed at that period, that an 
energetic national militia was to be regarded as the 
capital security of a free republic, less apparent at 
the present? Has any thing since occurred, either in 
the history of our own or of any other country, to 
show, that a standing “army, forming a distinct 
class in the commnnity,” is the proper defence of a 
government constructed like ours? Do the events of 
the late war show that discipline is not necessary 
for the militia? or does the present aspect of the 
political world afford so much security as to justify 
the indifference which prevails in providing an ef- 
fectual national! defence. 

It is impossible that any American can recur to 
many of the events, and particularly to the conclud. 
ing scenes of the late war, without feeling that 
elevation of mind which a recollection of his coun- 
try’s glory is calculated to produce. 

There are, however, others, and not a few, that 


are eminently calculated to shew, that an immense 


sacrifice of blood and treasure can be distinctly trac- 
ed to the want of discipline in the militia. The 
glorious success which, in several instances, crown- 
ed their efforts, was the result of uncommon yalor, 
or of valor united with the advantage ofa position 
suited to their peculiar character. The greater part 
of the American militia, accustomed from their 
early youth to the use of fire arms, are doubtless 
more formidable than any other troops in the world 
in the defence ofa line or rampart. Victories in the 
field are gained by other qualities—by those disci- 
plined evolutions which give harmony and concert 
to numerous bodies of men, and enable whole armies 
to move with the activity and address of single com- 
batants. Let our militia be instructed, and America 
would be equal to a contest with the rest of the 
world united. The improvements which have been 
made in the art of war since the commencement of 





of their deliberations upon ths impertant subject 


the French revolution, give greater advantages to 
invading and disciplined armic:, acting against 
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those of a contrary character, than they before pos- in the counterpoise it will afford to that inordinate 
sessed. This arises from their increased activity, 
produced by the great multiplication of their light; whole nation, bringing with it habits of luxury, 
troops; the celerity of movement given to the artil-| manners and principles highly unfavorable to our 
lery; and above all, to the improvements in the staff, | republican institutions. 
placing the subsistence of large armies upon a foot- 
ing of security, beyond what was formerly suppos- | substitution ofa standing army for a national militia. 
ed to be possible. An improvement in tactics, | Upon this subject, the committee beg leave to make, 
which gives advantages to the professed soldier, ja quotation from the report of general Knox, cor- 
who fights for conquest, over the citizen who arms | rected by president Washington. “ft is,” says the 
only in defence of his country, is perhaps to be re-{ patriotic secretary, “the introduction of vice and 
gretted, and no alternative is left to the latter, but | corruption of manners into the mass of the people, 
to perfect himself in the same arts and discipline. | that renders a standing army necessary. Itis when 
It is believed that there is no instance on record, of} public spirit is despised, and avarice, indolence and 
a republic, whose citizens had been trained to the | effeminacy of manners predominate, and prevent 
use of arms, having been conquered by a nation {the establishment of institutions, which would 
possessing a different form of goverment. Small jelevate the minds of the youth in the paths of 
republics have been overthrown by those which jvirtue and honor, that a standing army is formed 
were more powerful; as Saguntum destroyed by and rivetted forever.” So true is the principle 
Carthage, and Numantia by Rome: but it has been here contended for, that it is believed there is no 
observed of those goverments, that “walls and tow- | instance in history, of a nation losing its liberties 
ers became their funeral piles—leaving nothing to| where the military spirit of the people did not 
their conquerors but their ashes.” decline in the same proportion that the corruption 
The committee cannot conceive that any aspect,|of manners advanced. Nor was any free govern- 
however pacific it may be, which the governments; ment ever overturned by an internal convulsion, 
of Europe may for the present have assumed to-{until the destruction of that spirit had been first 
wards this country, should be used as an argument ' produced in the dody of the people. It was not until 
to proscrastinate, even for a day, any measure/the amusements of the theatre, the baths, and the 
calculated to render their future hostility abortive. {public gardens had superseded the exercises of the 
It cannot be believed that any real friendship can|}Campus Martius, that a Roman army dared to re- 
exist in the breasts of the sovereigns of that con- {volt against its country, and with the power of the 
tinent, for a government which bas been founded |sword to substitute for its free institutions the ar- 
upon principles so opposite to theirs, and which, |bitrary will of a dictator, eighty years before the 
by the happiness it diffuses, affords an eternal satire | successful usurpation of Cezsar—the revolt of an ar- 
and reproach upon their conduct. Whatever security | my could have produced no such consequence. 
there may be derived from their policy, none can} But the habits of the people had been changed; 
certainly be expected from their forbearance, when-|no longer in every Roman citizen was to be found 
ever, from a change of circumstances, they may |a trained and practised soldier; the higher tactics 
think it proper to change their policy. The liberties | were cultivated indeed with zeal and success bya 
of America must then be preserved as they were | martial nobility. No period had been more prolific 
won—by the arms, the discipline, and the valor of | of great generals. At none, had the discipline of 
her free born sons. the legions been so perfect; but they were no longer 
But the defence of our country against a foreign /filled by citizens taking their routine of service.— 
enemy, -does not constitute the only, (perhaps not/The military had become a distinct profession: 
the chief) motive of military improvements, to the }composed of men who, in the habits of war and 
extent contemplated by the proposition we are con-| pillage, had forgotten the sacred obligations at- 
sidering. The safety of a republic depends as much tached to their character as citizens, and who were 
upon the equality in the use of arms amongst its |ever as ready, upon the suggestion of their leader, 
citizens, as upon the equality of rights; nothing to turn their arms against their country, as the ene- 
can be more dangerous in such a government, than |my whom they were raised to oppose. 
to have a knowledge of the military art confined to; As in every age, then and in every country the 
a part of the people—for sooner or later that part;same cause will produce the same effects, the 
will govern. palladium of American liberty must be the diffusion 
The effects of discipline, possessed by a few, to jof military discipline and a military spirit through 
control numbers without, is to be seen in all the |the whole body of the people. 
despotic governments of modern, as wellasancient| But, secondly.—Is the object attainable ? 
times. That it is not attainable by any of the systems 
In general however, the subjects of those des- which have heretofore been in use in the United 
potic governments, which preserve their authority) States, is very evident from the little success which 
by standing armies, are not allowed the use of arms;|has attended them. The late war repeatedly ex- 
but the use of arms is not alone sufficient. A strik-)) hibited the melancholy fact of large corps of militia 
ing example of this is to be found in one of the’ going to the field of battle without understanding 
Grecian republics: The Spartans were enabled,;a single elementary principle, and without being 
by the force of discipline alone, to keep in subjec- able to perform a single evolution. Yet militia 
tion for ages the Helots, and other ancient inha-; laws exist and have existed in all the states since 
bitants of Laconia. These men were not only | the war of the revolution, which set apart with great 
allowed the use of arms, but upon almost every | precision a numbér of days in each year for the pur- 
occasion formed the greater part of the Lacede-'! poses of training and discipline. But from this plan 
monian army: nor were they deficient in bravery; |no good fruit has ever been produced. It was an 
but they were not permitted to learn that admira- | error, indeed, common to all the militia systems 
ble discipline which distinguished the Oplites, or! in use in the United States, that the periods for 








heavy armed infantry of Sparta. | training were too short and too distant from each 
Another important consideration, urging the! other to produce much benefit. 
diffusion of a mifitary spirit amongst cur citizcns,' To remedy this defect, camps of discipline have 





desire of wealth which seems to have pervaded the, 


The first effect of this state of society, is the 
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peen recommended. One of the reasons which go- 
verned the committee in rejecting that part of the 
secretary of war’s recommendation has been ex- 
plained above; but if that objection could be over- 
come, the committee are far from thinking that 
the object could at all be accomplished in that 
way. There is another more formidable obstacle 
to success; more formidable, because it arises from 
the nature of our government, and the consutution 
of the human character.—The sentithents and ha- 
bits ofa free country necessarily produces amongst 
the citizens a superior restlessness under restraint, 
than is to be met with in the subjects of'a monarchy. 
This spirit frequently manifests itself even in a 
career of military services where the high interests 
involved, (and in whick they largely partake,) and 
the evident necessity of discipline, might be sup- 
posed able to correct it. There can scarcely be a 
restraint more vexatious and disgusting to a grown 
man, than the initiatory lessons of the military art. 
Military discipline consists in the observance of a 
number of minute particulars which to the noviciate 
in arms have no apparent object; but which form 
the links of a beautiful and connected system. It 
is believed, that to this cause is to be attributed 
the little progress which has been made in training 
the militia of the United States: nor is there much 
prospect that any change of system could with 
regard to the present militia, produce the result at 
which we aim. 

In searching for land marks to guide us to our 
object, it will be in vain that we direct our atten-| 
tion to the modern nations of Europe; from them | 
we can borrow nothing to aid our purpose: govern- 
ments formed upon artificial distinctions in society 
—which estimate their security by the inability of 
their subjects to resist oppression, can furnish a free 
people with no guides in organizing a system of 
defence which shall be purely national. We are, 
however, not without resource. 

The ancient republics, from which we have drawn 
many of the choicest maxims upon which to found 
our civil institutions, will furnish also a most per- 
fect model for our system of national defence.— 
The whole secret of ancient military glory—the 
foundation of that wonderful combination of milita- 
ry skill and exalted valor which enabled the petty 
republic of Athens to resist the mighty torrent of 





addition of others which are more cogent, and 
which are supposed to be inherent in the system 
itself. Of his advanced corps, composed of the 
youth of 18, 19, and 20 years of age, those of 18 
and 19 are to be drawn out for thirty days in each 
year, and those of 20 for ten days, to be instuced in 
camps of discipline. , ? 

It has been strongly urged against this plan, that 
the separation of the youth at that critical age, from 
the superintending vigilance of their parents and 
guardians, would be a very dangerous step, and that 
the loss of time from the pursuit of their professions 
amd occupations would prove to them a most seri- 
ous evil, 

Whatever force there may be in these objections, 
the committee are fully persuaded that the im- 
provement to be derived from the execution of this 
plan, would not compensate for the expence and 
loss of time it would occasion. The perfection of 
discipline, as it regards the soldier, is the grace, the 
precision, and address with which he performs cer- 
tain evolutions. To arrive at this perfection, long 
continued practice is essential. 

And since it must be evident, that the time ne- 
cessary for this purpose cannot be taken from the 
avocations of our citizens, after they have arrived 
at the age of manhood, the only alternative is to de- 
vise a system of military instruction, which shall be 
engrafted on, and form a part of the ordinary edu- 
cation of our youth. 

The organization of a system, thus extensive in its 
operation, must necessarily be a work of some time 
and difficulty. The want of statistical information 
will prevent the committee from submitting to the 
house, at this time, more than the outline of their 
plan. It is embraced in the following propositions: 

As the important advantages of the military part 
of the education of the youth, will accrue to the 
community, and not to the individuals who acquire 
it, itis proper that the whole expence of the estab- 
lishment should be borne by the public treasury. 

That, to comport with the quality which is the 
basis of our constitution, the organization of the es- 
tablishment should be such as to extend, without 
exception to every individual of the proper age. 

That to secure this, the contemplated military in- 
struction should not be given in distinct schoals, es- 
tablished for that purpose, but that it should form 





Persian invasion; which formed the walls of Spar ta, 
and conducted the Roman legions (influenced in-| 
deed by unhallowed motives) to the conquest of the! 
world, will be found in the military education of, 
the youth. The victories of Marathon and Platz, | 
of Cynocephele and Pydna, were the practical re-| 
Sults of the exercises of tne Campus Martius and| 
Gymnasia. It is on a foundation of this kind, and of| 
this kind only, that an energetic national militia 
can be established. 

“An examination into the employments and obli- 
gations, of individuals comprising the society,” says 
general Knox, “will evince the impossibility of dif- 
fusing an adequate knowledge of the art of war by 
any other means than a course of discipline during 
the period of non-age; the time necessary to acquire 
this important knowledge, cannot be afforded at any 
other period of life with so little injury to the pub- 
lic or private interests.” Nothing is more true than 
what is here advanced, and yet it is most singular 
that the amiable and patriotic secretary should have 
founded his plan upon a course of instruction to 
commence within the limits of non-age indeed, but 
at so advanced a period of it, that all the objections 
which could be made to the disciplining at a more 
advanced age will apply equally to it, with the 


a branch of education in every school within the Uni- 
ted States. 

That a corps of the militia instructors should be 
formed to attend:to the gymnastic and elementary 
part of education in every school in the United 
States, whilst the more scientific part of the art of 
war shall be communicated by tle professors of tac- 
tics to be established in all the higher seminaries. 

The commiitee are fully aware that the establish- 
ment ofan institution, which trom its nature is cal- 
culated to produce an important change ia, the man- 
ners and habits of the nation, will be received with 
caution and distrust by a people jealous of their li- 
berties, and who boast of a government that exe- 


individual rights. An encroachment upon indivi- 
dual rights forms no part of their system. It is not 
a conscription which withdraws from an anxious pa- 
rent a son for whose morals he fears more than for 
his life. It is not a Persian or Turkish mandate to 
educate the youth within the purlieus of a corrupt 
court, but a system as purely republican in practice 
as in principle. 

The means are furnished by the government, and 
the American youth are called upoa to qualify thein- 
selves undes the jmimediate inspection of their pa- 
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rents, for the sacred task of defending the liberties 
of their country. 

Although the system of general Knox, widely 
differs from that which has been recommended by 
the committee, his opinion of the effects 10 be pro- 
duced by it is conceived to be more particularly ap- 
p'icable to the latter. “If the United States,” says he, 
‘‘possess the vigor of mind in establishing the first 
institution, for the military instruction of the youth, 
it may reasonably be expected to produce the most 
unequivocal advantages. A glorious national spirit 
will be introdueed with its extensive train of poli- 
tical consequences. ‘The youth will imbibe a love 
of their country, reverence and obedience to its 
laws, courage and elevation of mind, openness and 
liberality of character, accompanied by a just spirit 
ofhonor. In addition to which, their bodies will 
acquire a robustness, greatly conducive to their 
personal happiness; while habit, with its silent but 
efficacious operations, will durably cement the sys- 
tem.” 

That the house may possess the information ne- 
cessary to act upon this important subject, the 
committee respectfully recommend the adoption of 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be required 
to prepare and lay before this house at the next ses- 
sion of congress, a plan for the military instruction 
of all the youth of the United States, in the way 
which is best calculated for the purpose, with as 
little injury as possible to the ordinary course of 
education. 








General Harrison’s Case. 


The select committee of the house of represen- 
tatives, to whom was referred the letter and do- 
cuments from the acting secretary of war, on the 
subject of general Harvison’s letter, ask leave to 
Rerort—That they have investigated the facts in- 
volved in this enquiry, by the examination of do- 
cuments and a great number of most respectable 
witnesses, personally acquainted with the transac- 
tions from which the enquiry originated. And the 
committee are unanimously of opinion, that general 
Harrison stands above suspicion, as to his having 
had any pecuniary or improper connection with the 
officers of the commissariat for the supply of the 
army; that he did not wontonly or improperly in- 
terfere with the rights of contractors, and that he 
was, in his measures, governed by the proper zeal 
and devotion to the public interest. 

The committee beg leave to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject; and, as 
the papers refer in part to the conduct and transac. 
tions of the contractors of the north-western army, 
where acconnts are unsettled, and only incidentally 
involved in this enquiry, that the papers be trans- 
mitted to the department of war. 

After the report was read, Mr. Huexserr said, 
that having the honor to be one of the committee 
who made the report which was then before the 
house, he felt it his duty to make a few remarks 
upon it. 

The committee, he said, considered the subject 
an important one. It was interesting to the public, 
and highly and especially so to general Harrison. 
‘The character of tliat gentleman had been impeach- 
ed. They, therefore, determined to make the in- 
vestigation as full and thorough, as should be in 
their power. With such views and sentiments, 
they entered upon the enquiry. They had notified 
a gentleman who had made charges in writing 
against the general, and requested his attendance 








upon the committee, and he had more than once 
attended. They had read and considered all the 
documents and papers which they could obtain, and 
which they thought calculated to throw light on 
the enquiry, and had examined many respectable 
witnesses, and the investigation had resulted in a 
firm belief, and an unanimous opinion of the com- 
mittee, that the insinuations and complaints which 
had been made against general Harrison, and which 
were the foundation of his application to congress, 
were unmerited, groundless and unjust. 

Mr. Hulbert said it gave him pleasure to make 
these declarations. He considered himself doing 
an act of justice to an injured individual. He said 
he must acknowledge, that he had entertained im- 
pressions very unfavorable to the general. The 
complaints, which had been made against him, had 
spread far and wide.—The bane and antidote had 
not gone together. He rejoiced that this enquiry 
had been made, and he had no hesitation in saying, 
that, so far as the report of the committee should 
defend, before the public, the conduct and charac- 
ter of general Harrison, it would promote the cause 
of truth and justice. 

Mr. Hulbert said that the general had been 
charged with unjust and oppressive conduct, in re- 
jation to the contractors in the army under his com- 
mand. He said he was entirely satisfied that the 
general had interfered only in those cases, where 
he thought his duty to the public imperiously re- 
quired it. In saying this, he meant to cast no im- 
putation upon the contractors; he spoke only of 
what he believed to be the motives of general Har- 
rison. 

The most serious accusation against the general 
was, that, while he was commander in chief in the 
west, regardless of his country’s good, he was in 
the habit of managing the public concerns with a 
view to his own private interest and emolument.— 
Mr. Hulbert said he could not refrain from pro- 
nouncing this a false and cruel accusation. He was 
confident that directly the reverse was true. There 
was the most satisfactory evidence, that the gener- 
al, in the exercise of his official duties, in his devo- 
tion ta the public interest, had neglected his pri- 
vate concerns, to his material detriment and injury. 
In a word, said Mr. Hulbert, I feel myself autho- 
rised to say, that every member of the committee 
is fully satisfied, that the conduct of general Harri- 
son, in relation to the subject matter of this en- 
quiry, has been that of a brave, honest and honora- 
ble man; that, instead of deserving censure, he 
merits the thanks and applause of his country. 





Revolutionary speeches, orations, &c. 
The editor of the Boston Yankee, on giving a 
place to our proposition to publish a collection of 
revolutionary speeches, orations, &c. has the follow- 
ing remarks, for which we sincerely thank him. 
‘We publish the above project with a great deal 
of pleasure, and wish, with much interest, Mr. Niles 
may succeed in rendering to his countrymen this 
service, in addition to the many important ones he 
has already rendered them. His object cannet fail 
to meet the approbation of every one who feels any 
interest in the reputation of his country. The era 
of the American revolution will be remembered by 
the remotest generations, as one whose importance 
makes all other eras of comparative insignificance. 
Now is the time, and almost the only time, to rescue 
from oblivion some of the most interesting occur- 
rences of that event. The genius that was collect- 
ed in our reyolutionary congress has probably ne- 
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ver been exceeded by any deliberative body of men 


“Provided always, That nothing herein contained 


in the universe. But it is not alone the talents they |shall be construed to revive any act or acts or part$ 
evinced, but the danger of the crisis, and its ines of acts, repealed or suspended by the act hereby 
timable importance on the future condition of man-|repealed.” 


kind, that excites so deep an interest. That holy 


The question on this motion was decided in the 


enthusiasm in the cause of liberty, is contagious even |negative by the following vote : 


in narration, and extinet must be the love of free- 
dom in that breast, who does not already instinet- 


YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Chace, Goldsborough, Macon, Mason of 


N. H. Mason uf Va. Noble, Ruggles, Sanford, ‘lichenor, Varnum—11. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Brown, Campbell, Condit, Daggett, 


ively turn to the events of our revolution, as the|Fromeatin, Gaillard, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, King, Lacock, Mox- 
first in importance and interests, of all the polit-|feW. Roberts, Smith, Stokes, Talbot, Tait, Thompson, Troup, 


ical records of human transactions. Romances, 
poems, and legends of fancy, wiil fix upon that era 
for all the incident that can allure, and the achieve- 
ments that can astonish, or the majesty of cha- 
racter that can command the admiration of the world. 
When hundreds of millions shall refer to the fourth 
of July, 1776, for the declaration of their own li- 
berties, the names of the actors in the great scene 
will be as familiar in their mouths, as Hannibal, Cato 
or Cicero in ours. Let it be the duty of the pre- 
sent generation, to transmit them authentic docu- 
ments which shall prove the founders of our liber- 
ties were as deserving of their admiration as 
fiction has made a Romulus or #Eneas in Italy or 
an Alfred in England: men who want nothing but 
the future greatness of their country, to surpaass in 
their own characters all that an ardent imagina- 
tion has thrown of lustre or magnificence around 
the law-givers of their country.” 





The editor of the Charleston Patriot, publishing 
Mr. Adams’ letter, thus speaks on the subject. 
We thank the editor for the polite manner in 
which he has been pleased to notice the IVeekly 
Resister, though he totally disagrees with its 
editor as to an opinion that the latter rather feared 
might be correct than accepted. We are glad of 
this disagreement, for it encourages a hope we 
shall not easily part with :— 
‘The able and patriotic editor of this publication 

—(which, for the variety and usefulness of its sta- 

tistical, agricultural and political facts, will serve| 

hereafter as a book of reference for the historian) 
intends to collect and publish, and by that means 
to preserve, a body of revolutionary speeches and 
orations. In pursuance of so desirable an object, 
he has addressed letters to several men of eminence, 
and among others to the venerable Joun Anpams.— 
The following are extracts from Mr, Apams’ singu- 
lar reply. It will be perceived that the venerable 
president, by his own acknowledgement, was not 
quite so systematic as general Wasnineron. We 
disagree, however, with Mr. Ailes, in subscribing, 
in the slightest degree, to Mr. Anams’ opinion.— 

We think that the history of our country stands a 

chance of being related with greater accu, acy, than 

that of any other. There are open to us a thou- 
sand sources of correct intelligence.” 








CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 

Thursday, Jan. 30.—The bill from the house of 
representatives to amend the-act authorising the 
payment for property lost, captured, &c. was com- 
mitted to the committee of claims. 
The bill to provide for the prompt settlement of 
public accounts (according to the plan proposed by 
the report of the heads of the departments on that 
subject) was read a third time, passed, and sent to 
the house of representatives for concurrence. 
The bill to repeal the compensation law from and 
after the end of the present session, was taken up. 
A motion was made by Mr. Chace to strike out of 


Wells, Williams—22. 


The bill was then ordered to be read a third 


time, in the shape which it passed the other house. 


Friday, Jan. 31.—The senate passed the bill to 


repeal the compensation law—so that it now only 
wants the signature of the president, having passed 
both houses. 


The bill to erect the western part of the Missis- 
sippi territory into a state was also passed. 
Monday, Feb. 3.—The bill making an appropria- 
tion of fifty thousand dollars to enable the presi- 
dent to hold treaties with certain indian tribes for 
the purpose therein mentioned, was read a third 
time and passed, by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Barbour, Campbell, Condit. Gaillard, 
Hardin, King, Lacock, Macon, Mason of N. H. Morrow, Noble, Ro- 
berts, a Sanford, Smith, Stokes, ‘Talbot, ‘lait, Taylor, 
Tichenor, Troup, Varnum, Williams—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Chace, Daggett, Fromentin, Goldsbo- 
rough, Horsey, Mason of Va. ‘Thompson, Wells, Wilson—10. 


Tuesday, Feb. 4.—Mr. Barbour, from the com- 
mittee on foreign relations, reported amendments 
to the bill from the house of representatives for 
more effectually preserving the neutral relations of 
the United States; which were read. 
The bill in addition to an act fer the relief of 
George T. Ross and Daniel T. Patterson, and the 
officers and men lately under their command, was 
read a third time and passed. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, January 30.—On motion of Mr. Harri- 
son, the military committee was instructed to en- 
quire into the expediency of granting a bounty of 
one hundred and sixty acres of land to all the non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers of the army, who 
having been enlisted previous to the 24th of Dec. 
1811, are not entitled to said bounty, but who hav- 
ing served faithfully through said war, have obtain- 
ed an honorable discharge. 
The house again resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, on the bill “to prohibit all commer- 
cial intercourse with the ports or places into, or 
with which, the vessels of the United States are not 
ordinarily permitted to enter and trade.” 
This bill occupied the remainder of the day in 
debate and amendment. 

Some amendments were agreed to. 

Friday, January 31.—Myr. Lowndes laid before the 
house, » correspondence between himself as chai 
man of the committee of ways and means, and the 
acting secretary of war, in relation to the expendi- 
tures and appropriations for the ordnance and quar- 
ter-master-general’s departments; which was order- 
ed to printed. 

The house then, in committee of the whole, de- 
bated the bill to prohibit commercial intercourse, 
which continued until a late hour without any de- 
Cision. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States, transmitting to the house an ap- 
plication by the minister of France, respecting the 
long standing claim of the heirs of Beaumarchiais; 
which was referred to the committee on pensions 
and revolutionary claims. 

And the house adjourned. 

Saturday, February 1.—The bills from the senate 





the bill the proviso in the following words : 


to provide for the execution of the Taws in the state 
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of Indiana, and to enable the people of the west- 
ern part of the Mississippi territory to form a con- 
stitution, &c. were twice read and committed. 

The house resumed the order of the day, on the 
bill (which has been some days under discussion) 
to prohibit the entry of certain vessels, &c. &c. of 
countries into and with whose ports we are not per- 
mitted freely to trade. 

After debate, &c. the bill was laid on the table, 
and the house took up the bill concerning the navi- 
gation of the United States; which having consider- 
ed and amended— } 

The committee rose and reported both bills with 
amendments. 

Mr. Sheffey moved to postpone the first indefi- 
nitely—but it was laid on the table (where it 1s 
thought it will remain until the next session to ob- 
tain further information on its subject.) 

The house then took up the second bill, which, 
after amendments, was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading without opposition. 

Monday, February 3.—Afier other business—Mr. 
Furrison offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire whether any, and if any, what amendments 
are necessary to the constitution of the United 
States, to enable the government thereof to adopt 
such a system of military instruction and discipline 
for the militia, as to make it a safe and effectual 
national defence. q 

The house having agreed, by a small majority, to 
consider the resolution, some discussion ensued— 
and the resolution was laid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house, a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a state- 
ment of the goods, wares and merchandize exported 
from the United States, during the year ending the 
30th of September last; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Vuncey, the committee of ways 
and means were instructed to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of increasing the duty on foreign spirits. 

The engrossed bill, “concerning the navigation 
of the United States,” was read the third time and 
passed. ’ - 

The speaker then proceeded to call over the or- 
ders of the day; when ; 

Mr. Lewis moved that the house go into commit- 
tee, on the bills to incorporate certain banking com- 
panies in the district of Columbia. 

Mr. Randolph moved an indefinite postponement, 
which he varied to discharge the committee from 
the further consideration of the subject, and sup- 
ported it by a speech of considerable length—after 
several other gentleman had spoken on the subject— 


The motion to discharge the committee of the | 


5 > . >. . 
whole from the further consideration of the bills 


referred to, was taken and carried. 

The question then recurred on the other branch 
of the motion, viz. to postpone the biils indefinitely. 

Mr. Peter rose to oppose the motion, and to re- 
ply to Mr. Randolph, but the question being alrea- 
dy taken on one division of tire question, 1t was 
considered not to be inorder to debate the remain 
ing branch of it at this stage of the business. 

After some conversation, the question on the 
indefinite pastponement of the bills was taken and 
decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Adams, Adgate, Alexander, Archer, Barbour, 
Bassett, Bateman, Baylies, Bennet, Betts, Boss, Brown, Bryan, 
Burwell, Calhoun, Canaon, Carr, Ms. Champion, Chappeil, 
Ciiley, Clayton, Clendenuim, Condiet, Cook, Crawford, Darlington, 
Desha, Edwards, Forney, Halu, Hale, Hall, Hammond, Hardin, 
Heister, Hendricks, Hooks, Hopkuison, Ingham, Johnson, Va. King, 
Langdon, Law, Little, Lyle, Wm. Maclay, Wim. P. Maciay, Marsh, 
Masun, Mitfer, Moore, how M. Nelsen, Parris, Pickeus, Piper, 


Randolph, Reed, Roane, Root, Ross, Savage, Schenck, Smjti; 
Penn. Smith, Va. Strong, Taul, ‘Telfair, Thomas, Tyler, Vose, 
Wallace, Wheaton, Whiteside, Wilcox, Williams, Wm. Wilson, 
Wood ward—77 


NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Avery, Baer, Baker, Birdseye, Blount, 
Brooks, Cady, Caldwell, Comstock, Crocheron, Culpepper, Daven- 
port, Forsyth, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Harrison, Hawes, Herbert, 
Hager, Hungerford, Irving, N. Y. Jackson, Kerr, Va. Kilbourn, 
Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Lumpkin, Lyon, M’Coy, M’Lean, Milnor, 
Moffitt, Moseley, Jer. Nelson, Hugh Nelson, Newton, Peter, 
Pickering, Pitkin, Pleasants, Reynolds, Rice, Robertson, Ruggles, 
Sharp, Sheffey, Southard, Stearns, Stuart, Tallmadge, Taylor, 
N. Y. Taylor, S- C. Townsend, Ward, Ms. Wendover, Wilde, 
Wilkin, Willoughby, Thos. Wilson, Wright, Yancey, Yates—64. 

The following message was received from the 
president of the United States: 

To. the senate and house of representatives of the U. S. 

The government of Great Britain, induced by the 
posture of the relations with the United States, 
which succeeded the conclusion of the recent com- 
mercial convention, issued an order on the 17th 
day of August, 1815, discdntinuing the discriminat- 
ing duties, payable in British ports, on American 
vessels and their cargoes. It was not until the 22d 
of December following, that a corresponding’ dis- 
continuance of discriminating duties on British ves- 
sels and their cargoes, in American ports, took ef- 
fect, under the authoritv vested in the executive, 
by the act of March, 1816. During the period be- 
tween those two dates, there was consequently a 
failure of reciprocity or equality in the existing 
regulations of the two countries. I recommend to 
the consideration of congress the expediency of 
paying to the British government the amount of 
the duties remitted, during the period in question, 
to the citizens of the United States; subject to a 
deduction of the amount of whatever discriminating 
‘duties may have commenced in British ports after 
‘the signature of that convention, and been collect- 
ed previous to the 17th of August, 1815. 

JAMES MADISON. 

February 3, 1817. 

The message was referred to the committee of 
ways and means, and ordered to be printed; and 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 4.—-Mr. Johnson of Kentucky, frora 
the military committee, reported a bill respect- 
ing the ransom of ¢aptives in the late war; which 
was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Thomas, from the committee on indian affairs, 
reported a bill to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the indian tribes, and to exclude foreigners 
from participating therein; which was twice read 
and committed. 

Mr. Culpepper moved to postpone the intervening 
orders of the day for the purpose of again taking 
up Mr. Pickens’ propositions to amend the consti- 
tution, which were under discussion some weeks 
ago. 

The motion was supported by the mover and also 
by Mr. Pickens, who thought the subject had been 
so fully debated, that every member was prepared 
to vete on the question, and he wished the subject 
to be taken up that it might be decided on at once. 

The house however, refused to go into the con- 
aideration of the resolution—ayes 59 noes 73. 

After refusing to take up several other orders— 
| ‘The house, on motion of Mr. Calhoun resolved 
‘itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. Smith of 
| Md. in the chair, on the bill to set apart and pledge 
as a permanent fund for internal improvement the 
bonus of the national bank and tle United States’ 
share ofits dividends. 

Mr. Calhoun rose, and addressed the committee 
about half an hour in support of the proposition, 
embracing a condensed but general view of the ad- 
vaniages and high national importance of internal 
mprovements, and the propriéty of commencing 
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at this time the great work, by pledging and setting 
apart the fund proposed. a 

Several other gentlemen submitted their views on 
the subject; and some amendments were adopted 
by the committee, the most important of which was 
to place in the hands of the general government 
the power only of designating the improvements to 
be undertaken from time to time, but to leave their 
execution and the application of the money to the 
individual states, amongst which the fund set apart 
is to be distributed for the purpoges directed by 
the bill. 

A motion made by Mr. Wright, to strike out the 
first section, (to destroy the bill) was negatived— 
ayes 61, noes 70: when the committee arose: and 

The house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb. 5.—The house took up the re- 
port of the committee of the whole, on the bill to 
set apart and pledge the bonus and United States 
dividends of the National Bank, as a fund for in- 
ternal improvements, 

Laid upon the table. 

The house in committee of the whole took up 
and went through the bills concerning invalids, and 
making further provision for military services. 

The committee then took up and went through 
the bill for establishing a national armery on the 
Ohio or its branches—the bill appropriates $60,000 
for the object. 

The committee took up the bill to repeal so 
much of the act of July, 1812, as authorises addi- 
tional pay and emoluments to brevet officers, and 
to allow additional rations to commanding officers 
of separate posts only in cases in which the officer 
shall be of or under the rank of colonel. 

Mr. Harrison warmly opposed the biil and moved 
to strike out the first section. Messrs. Lowndes 
and Clay supported it—the latter in a speech of 
great animation and with a torrent of eloquence, 
seldom surpassed on any occasion——so it is 
spoken of by all who heard it. He maintained the 
character of the government for its gratitude to the 
officers of the army and navy, alluding to particu- 
Jar cases with the happiest effect, and shewing how 
far superior their rewards were to those of per- 
sons as faithfuliy serving in civil offices. “He would 
not give an hour of the pleasure which general 
Jackson must have experienced from the universal 
shout of gratitude with which he was every where 
received from his feilow citizens, for all the civil ho- 
nors and emoluments which the civil government 
can bestow.” Mr. Clay insisted on the retrench- 
— of the expences of the army, to preserve it, 

c. 

The question in striking out the first section was 
lost. ‘Tiie committee rose and reported progress, &c. 

Thursday, Feb. 6.—Several bills from the senate 
were received and passed through their first stages 
of business in the house. 

The house took up the amendments reported by 





the committee of the whole, to the bill to set apart | 


‘ 


and pledge as a fund for internal improvement, the 
bonus and United States’ share of the dividends of 
the national bank. 

A motion prevailed that the fund should be appro- 
priated, from time to timie,according to the rativ of re-| 
presentation in the several states, after considerable 
Opposition. Many other amendments were proposed, 
which occupied the house until 4 o’clock, when it 


adjourned. 
aw Ones 


CHRONICLE. 








‘pot-of the very worst class of slaves, vomitings of 





Foreign articles. We are destitute of a smglc 


item for this head, the present wéek. Theré has 
been no arrival from Europe. | 

United States’ Bank.—In addition to those here- 
tofore mentioned, branches have been established 
at Washington City, Richmond, Norfolk, Savannak, 
Lexington and Cincinnati, and the directors and 
cashiers appointed. : : 

The second instalment appears to have been en- 
tirely paid as expected (by specie and stock) at 
Boston, New-York, Charleston, &c. In Baltimore, 
it is stated, a few only availed themselves of the 
accoinmocation for 60 days, and in Philadelphia the 
accommodation was not so extensive as Was sup- 
posed. 

It is understood that this bank will be very soon 
give large accommodations to the public, and that 
its arrangements with the other banks are of the 
most liberal and friendly character. 

The Spark. The apprehension entertained of 
the loss of the U. S. brig Spark in the Mediterra- 
nean, we are happy to learn, is groundless. 

Princeton college. There has been a very exten- 
sive riot, or rebellion, at Princeton college—the 
real merits of which are so much _ obscured 
by contrary statements, that we can do no more 
than mention the simple fact, as art article of news. 

Virginia convention.—A bill for calling a conven- 
tion in Virginia has passed the house of delegates, 
79 to 73. Wehardly believed that it would have 
been so much opposed. 

William Lee, esq. (late consul at Bordeaux) is 
appointed accountant of the war department, in 
the place of the late col. Lear. 

Suavr TRaADE.—The legislatures of several of the 
southern states have passed very severe laws to 
check the late infamous trade that has been carriéd 
on in negroes. Of that enacted by Georgia, the 
Journal observes—‘A section of our new penal code 
interdicts, under very severe penalties, the intro- 
duction of slaves into this state by negro traders 
for speculation—subjecting to a fine of a thousand 
dollars and to five years imprisonment in the peniten- 
tiary, the person who shall bring imto the state a 
slave, and sell oc offer for sale, such slave within 
one year thereafter, with the exception only of 
emigrants from the other states, who are allowed 
to bring with them, and dispose of as they may 
think proper, slaves who are their dona fide pro- 
perty. It will be observed, that the section above 
alluded to, does not prohibit residents of this state, 
or others, from bringing negroes into it for their 
own use, but subjeets them to the severe penalties 
of the act, if they sell or offer them for sale within a 
specified time.” 

By the law of South Carolina it is made felony 
to introduce a slave into the state except by express 
permission of the legislature. This will seriously 
interfere with the business of many a scoundrel kid- 
napper and dealer in Maryland and elsewhere. 

An increased vigilance is also manifested in Worth 
Carcvlina—some kidnappers have been caught there 
and imprisoned, we hope for life. 

Louisiana appears alarmed at being made the de- 


the jails and penitentiaries and the refuse ofall the 
rest of the states; and seems about to take measures 
check the trade. 

This business of negro slavery is much easier de- 
precated than removed, even if all were consentin 
to it. Itis to the praise of the American people that; 
slaves were originally introdueed against their con. 
sent and that tie), first of all, « nacted laws to abol. 
ish the trade. It is a great grievasce—and how we 
are to be relieved of it has never yet been satisfac- 
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torily proposed—except in the gradual amelioration 
of their condition, preparatory to gradual eman- 
cipation. In the first stage of this mighty work, 
we are happy to believe that very considerable pro- 
gress is making. 

Negro convicts—Some inhuman speculator at 
New York, has disburthened the prison of that city 
of seventy or eighty negroes, by procuring their 
imprisonment to be committed for transportation, 
and shipping them for this place—where they arri- 
veda few days ago. But he has been disappointed 
in his expectations of profit, and we doubt ifhe will 
clear even the freight of his cargo. The corporation 
has very properly ordered the vessel containing this 
gang of thieves and ruffians, to proceed without the 
limits of the city. We hope their exertions will 
not stop here: but that they will endeavour to bring 
to signal punishment every person concerned in this 
most villainous traffic. New Orleans paper. 

The Dismal Swamp canal is stated to have been 
passed through by a schooner carrying 500 barrels 
—from Norfolk to Edenton. 

Mahlon Dickerson, the present governor of New 
Jersey, has been elected by the legislature to the 
senate of the United States, in the room of John 
Condict, whose term of service will expire on the 
Sd of March next. 

Public lands. —We are sorry to learn, by a gentle- 
man lately from Nashvilie, that gen. Jackson has 
been instructed to remove all intruders that have 
settled on any public lands on the north side of 
Tennessee river; that these instructions include all 
settlers in the Big Bend, which was lately purchased 
from the Chickasaw Indians; and that the general | 
intends, though reluctantly, to remove the settlers 
immediately.—{ Huntsville ( M. T._) Republican. 

Munificence.—Hospitals for sick snd insane per- 
sons are proposed to be built at Boston; and the 
private subscriptions therefor, in that town alone, 
umount to 111,000 dellars. Salem, Roxbury and 
other towns have contributed generously, and the 
good work will, doubtless, go on. A hope is ex- 
pressed “that that illustrious monument of philan- 
thropy, which has long been the glory of Philadel- 
phia, will soon be rivalled in the capital of Massa- 
ehusetts.’ So may it be. 

Perpetual motion—James Kirkpatrick, of Har- 
rodsburg, Ky. announces to the public, that he has 
made a complete discovery of the perpetual motion. 
With one machine, he says, that he can drive two 
saw mills and six grist mills—the stones in said 
mills making from 80 to 90 revolutions in a minute, 
and that the whole can be put in operation by a boy 
15,years old and stopped at pleasure. 

The Military Academy at West Point, is now un- 
der the immediate charge of brigadier-general 
Swift, chief of the corps of engineers—a gentleman 
every way fitted for the discharge of the important 
éuties thereunto belonging. | 

Rice Swamps. The grand jury of Chatham coun- 
ty, Geo. have presented the rice swamps in the 
neighborhood of Savannah as a “grievance of great 
magnitude,” ‘‘the fruitful source of disease”—“the 
chief cause of the periodical depopulation of the 
city”—and as preventing those permanent improve- 
ments which would be made, if those who acquire 
competency did not look forward to a removal from 
3t. Itcan hardly be doubted but that these swamps 
ure the great source of disease in Savannah. Bal- 
iimore, some 30 years ago, was accounted, to the 
eastward, a place as unhealthy as we now consider 
Savannah—but it hath become as healthy as any of 
our cities, and like causes will probably produce 


A letter from St. Francisville, Lou. dated Nov. 17, 
says—“On the night of the 11th, the ice formed 
on water in a barrel one inch in thickness—The 
sugar canes on the upland are entirely destroyed, 
and I am seriously apprehensive for the crop on the 
coast and in the Attacapas.” 

A vessel has lately arrived at Wew-York from 
Belfast with 562 firkins butter, 200 do. lard, 50 bbls. 
beef, 54 do. pork, &c. and a quantity of potatoes. 

The Supreme court of the U. S. met in the north 
wing of the capitol on Monday last—present chief 
justice Marshall and judges Washington, Johnson, 
Duval and Story. Judge Todd had not arrived, 
and Judge Livingston was not expected to attend 
this session. 

Hall of the supreme court of the United States, 4th Fe- 
bruary, 1817. 

At a meeting of the members of the bar, of the su- 
preme court, after the court had adjourned out of 
respect to the object of this meeting, Mobert Good- 
loe Harper, esq. was called to the chair, and Walter 
Jones, esq. appointed secretary: The following reso- 
lution was proposed by the attorney general, and 
unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, since the last term of this court, Sa- 
muel Dexter, and Alexander James Dallas, two of 
its distinguished counsellors, have died: Therefore 
resolved, that the members of this bar deeply de- 
ploring their loss, will wear a crape upon the left. 
arm during the present term, as a mark of respect 
for the illustrious talents of the deceased, in pro- 
fessional, and their eminent virtues in private life 

ROB. G. HARPER, President. 
W. Jones, Secretary, 

Vevay, ( Indiana.) Dec. 13. It is now believed, 
thet the commissioners will succeed in making a 
purchase of the Delaware indians of all their lands 
within this state, the consent of the Miamies and 
Pottowatomies having been obtained. 

This body of land, about 50,000,000 of acres is 
the best in the western country; the most part su- 
perior to the Miami purchase in Ohio. 








Cultivation of the Sugar Cane. 


We understand from unquestionable authority, 
that sugar of an excellent quality was made at th e 
plantation of major James Hamilton, jun. on Calla- 
wasste ilsand, St. Luke’s parish, on the 6th of Jan. 
from canes which had been cut and stacked since. 
the 12th of Nov. last. It is remarkable that their ex- 
posure to a severe frost, on the night of the 11th, did 
not prevent a perfect granulation of the juice, not- 
withstanding some few of the more exposed ends of 
the canes were partially acidulated. We learn that 
the product in quantity, per acre is sufficient (when 
the last most unfavorable season is considered) te 
warrant and encourage a continuance of its culti- 
vation on a more extensive scale. 

Every man who loves his country must feel an in- 
terest in the cultivation of the sugar cane.—The 
short and simple process which it undergoes to fit 
it for use, cannot, with propriety, abstract any part 
of the work attending it from the sphere of agricul- 
ture. The cultivation must necessarily be confined 
to the southern section of the union—to the hands 
of those who otherwise would be attending to rice 
and cotton. The plant is not only beautiful to the 


eye, but pays a ricli tribute to the soil and neigh- 
borhood where it is raised. The blades, the stock, 
the very offal, we may say, of this exuberant gift of 
nature, are all useful. Every thing that ministers to 
its existence and maturity, it nourishes with un- 





like cffeets at Savannah. 


( Charleston Pat: 


sparing and unstinted luxury. 








